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JUDGE NATHAN

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT OF
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

— 13 6V.7723

V.

COLUMBIA JOURNALISM REVIEW, BRUCE
PORTER, and DANIEL LOEWENTHAL,
Defendants.

Plaintiff complains and for causes of action alleges as follows:
PARTIES

1. Plaintift ||| |} ] or <Plaintiff’) is an individual and is now, and at all
times mentioned in this complaint was, a resident of Flint, Michigan where she grew up until she
was 18 years old, 1966.

2. Plaintiff, now retired, has previously worked as a real estate developer in Hawaii and has
resided in Flint, Michigan since June of 1999 when she moved back to her home town. Plaintiff
has worked to cultivate a good reputation.

3. Defendant Columbia Journalism Review (““CJR”), is a highly esteemed academic journal
and is now, and at all times mentioned in this complaint was, a bi-monthly publication of the
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.

4. Upon information and belief, Defendant Bruce Porter (“Porter”), is an individual who is
now, and at all times mentioned in this complaint was, a resident of New York, New York.

5. Defendant Daniel Loewenthal (“Loewenthal™), is an individual who is now, and at all

times mentioned in this complaint was, a resident of New York, New York.



6. As described herein below, Defendants CJR, Porter, and Loewenthal (together,
“Defendants™) collaborated to defame Plaintiff and invade her privacy on numerous occasions

causing her harm and damage to her reputation.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
7. Jurisdiction is proper pursuant to 28 USCA § 1332 based on diversity of citizenship and
the amount in controversy.
8. Venue is proper based on the location of the Defendants in New York County.
FACTS

9. Porter is a journalist who has worked at various publications including CJR, and who was
not only a former professor of Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, but also
acted as special advisor to the Dean.

10. Loewenthal is a documentary filmmaker.

11. The backdrop for the current defamation perpetrated by Defendants began in October of
1967 with Porter’s writing and publication of a sensationalistic front cover story in Newsweek
titled, “Gentle Marcy: A Shattering Tale” (the “Newsweek Article”). A copy of the Newsweek
Article is annexed hereto as Exhibit A.

12. The Newsweek Article was presented as detailing an interview granted by Plaintiff, but
on condition of her anonymity: Porter promised, as he himself later admitted, that he would not
use her name so that she would not be identifiable.

13. The Newsweek Article not only used Plaintiff’s first name, but also her home town so
that she was easily identifiable to her family and acquaintances back home, as Porter later

acknowledged.



14. The Newsweek Article described Plaintiff as engaging in heavy drug use, casual sex and
paying $200 for an illegal abortion, at a time when her mother believed she was working at
Macy’s in New York City.

15.In the wake of publicity from the Newsweek Article, the radio station WNEW
broadcasted what they described as an interview with Marcy which included a phone call to her
mother.

16. In fact, the “interview” was done in the private home of one of WNEW’s reporters who
did not disclose to Plaintiff that any recording was being made during their conversation and
Plaintiff at no time consented to being recorded. Parts of this recording, including Plaintiff’s
private phone call, were later adopted by several music groups in the United Kingdom and made
a part of their songs.

17. For nearly four decades, by Porter’s own admission, he continued to publically discuss
Plaintiff’s story and his interaction with her surrounding the Newsweek Article in classes he
taught at Brooklyn College and Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism as an
example of his own experience exercising poor ethics in journalism.

18. Following years of orally repeating Plaintiff’s story, continuing to defame and damage
her character, Porter decided to publish a follow-up story in CJR titled “Lost and found” which
was published on November 1, 2012 (the “First CIR Article”). A copy of the First CJR Article is
annexed hereto as Exhibit B.

19. The First CJR Article re-states much of the defamatory material contained in the
Newsweek Article and used to describe Plaintiff’s actions and person at that time including but

not limited to:



a. “She was high from a steady intake of speed, stp, acid, codeine—whatever friends
gave her—and her words gushed out in a breathy voice, with no periods or
paragraphs.”

b. “Marcy said she had run away from Flint, MI, after lengthy warfare with her
father,”

c. “...she moved in with a 28-year-old pusher she called the Walrus, from her
favorite book, Alice in Wonderland. Stoned one day, she injured her leg jumping
out of a moving car, and developed an infection after the Walrus treated her with
morphine. She said it tumed ‘beautiful colors, but it hurt.” He got her to a hospital
in Windsor, Ontario; she spent two weeks recovering, and then hitchhiked to the
Newport Folk Festival.”

d. “...she had lived in two-dozen crash pads, slept on park benches, and was trying
to lose weight by taking speed. Someone beat her up with a milk crate in
Tompkins Square Park.”

e. “She became pregnant during drug-fogged sex and borrowed $200 for an
abortion, then illegal, which was performed in an apartment by a woman who was
just out of her teens and made crude jokes during the procedure.”

20. In the First CJR Article, Porter acknowledged that he violated the conditions of Plaintiff’s
consent to the interview used in the Newsweek Article by revealing her first name and home
town and admits that therefore Plaintiff was not protected by anonymity.

a. In describing his experience listening to the WNEW recording made after the

Newsweek Article he wrote, “When she came on the air, you could tell from her



speedo speech she was flying high. Much to my dismay, she led off by saying
how devastated she’d been by the Newsweek article. This reporter had paid her
for the interview, she said, and promised not to use her name, only he did. I'd also
mentioned Flint, so her parents could easily identify her, something [ hadn’t
bothered to consider.”

21. The First CJR Article reveals that readers were so moved by the Newsweek Article that
they sent in thousands of dollars for Marcy (who never received their contributions).

22. The First CJR Article explains Porter’s admitted continued use of PlaintifPs story in his
journalism classes at Brooklyn College and Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism
for nearly four decades.

a. “Now and then I’d think of the Marcy story, and the tape: ‘Please, Momma,
please still love me when you read it.” Sometimes I'd play it for my class, as an
ethics exercise, always hoping students would find some saving grace in what
their professor had done.”

23. The First CJR Article details Porter’s meeting with Loewenthal, who *“convinced” him to
find Plaintiff and write a follow-up story and their search for Plaintiff starting in her home town.

24. The First CJR Article explains that Porter and Loewenthal’s efforts to find Plaintiff were
documented by Loewenthal on his camera.,

a. “I told him about Marcy, that I couldn’t get her out of my mind... He’d help me.
And he’d make a film about our search.”

25. The First CJR Article identifies Plaintiff’s immediate family: “Other than her first name,

L |



26. As part of their efforts to locate Plaintiff, Porter and Loewenthal contacted the newspaper
in Plaintiff's home town, the Flint Journal, with details about Plaintiff taken from Porter’s
meeting with her in 1967 hoping a new story would assist them in locating Plaintiff.

27. The Flint Journal published a front page article in the print newspaper at their suggestion
and there was a link in the online version of the story to the recording made by WNEW in 1967
which Plaintiff had not previously known existed.

28. As a result of the article in the Flint Journal, Porter and Loewenthal were contacted by
local citizens one of whom divulged Plaintiff’s last name which Porter published in the First CJR
Article: “The last name is-’

29. The First CJR Article goes on to give the full names of Plaintiff’s parents:

a. “Through the obit registry at the Journal, we found Marcy’s father and mother,

I Th family had lived in the

west end of town.”

30. Upon tracking Plaintiff down to her childhood home, where she continues to reside,
Porter and Loewenthal pressured her to give a further interview and sign releases for
Loewenthal’s video footage.

31. The First CJR Article was accompanied by a photograph of Plaintiff standing in the

doorway of her house where her street number is clearly visible on the doorframe:
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DANIEL LOEWEMTI{AL
Flashback The author with Marcy in Flint. After making, and losing, a lot of maoney in real
estate in Hawaii, she says, she bought the house she grew up in and lives quietly on her
Social Security check, tending her organic garden.

32. At no time prior to the publication of the First CJR Article did CJR fact checkers reach
out to Plaintiff to verify information or give the Plaintiff her opportunity to respond before
publication.

33. Following the First CJR Article, there were several follow-up articles in the Flint Jounal
in Plaintiff’s hometown, two more on the front page of the printed newspaper.

34. On December 4, 2012, Porter gave an interview to Dick Gordon, titled “Mea Culpa: An
Overdue Apology From A Reporter”, in which he recounted much of what had been in the First
CJR Article and much of what became the Second CJR Article (defined herein below at § 37 et
seq.).

a. “I said, ‘But [ just put her name in the draft as Marcy because that’s her real

name, but she, you know, asked us not to use her real name.” And [my editor]



said, ‘Well we won’t use her last name, and [ like the sound of Marcy, and there
are hundreds of Marcys out there, and let’s keep Marcy.” And I said, ‘Fine with
me.””’

b. “[I had] mentioned Flint, Michigan, and so she could easily be identified as
Marcy from Flint, something that I had given no consideration to whatsoever.”

c. Part of the interview re-plays the recording of Marcy made by WNEW after the
Newsweek Article without her permission or knowledge.

d. “an aging biker dude type guy with a grey ponytail, his wallet secured by a chain

. said that he knew her back in the ‘60s, and he gave us her last name,
I

35. When asked by Dick Gordon if he had learned something from finding Plaintiff and
publishing the First CIR Article, Porter responded, “The small answer was that I felt very sorry
about what I did, and I wouldn’t do it again.”

36. When asked by Dick Gordon if Plaintiff appreciated Porter’s efforts to find her and if she
was “‘okay with” the First CJR Article, Porter responded, “I don’t think Marcy is really okay with
this. I think she feels that her life was invaded, and I feel that she felt she was taken advantage
of.”

37. On December 21, 2012, Porter published a second article in CJR, “‘Lost and found’
follow-up” (the “Second CJR Article). A copy of the Second CJR Article is annexed hereto as
Exhibit C.

38. The Second CJR Article begins with a statement “Editors’ note” which acknowledges

that Plaintiff was unhappy with the inaccuracies in the First CIR Article and *““was unhappy about



having her saga retold in CJR.”

39. Despite the Editors’ note, the Second CJR Article goes on to state Plaintiff’s maiden
name again and admits that there is no independent source for any of the information in the
Newsweek Article which was republished in the First CJR Article other than Porter’s own notes.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

40. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 39 as if
fully set forth herein.

41. The statement written by Porter and published in CJR that Plaintiff was on drugs
including “stp™ is false; Plaintiff has not ever used a drug called “stp” and has no knowledge of
such a drug,

42. The statement written by Porter and published in CJR that Plaintiff “moved in with a 28-
year —-old pusher she called the Walrus” is false; Plaintiff never moved in with a drug dealer she
called the Walrus. Plaintiff never had a drug dealer.

43. The statement written by Porter and published in CJR that Plaintiff ran away from home
is false; Plaintiff left home voluntarily as a legal aged adult but did not run away as a seventeen
year old teenager.

44, The statement written by Porter and published in CJR that Plaintiff was seventeen years
old at the time of the Newsweek Article is false; Plaintiff was nineteen years old.

45. Based on his admitted knowledge of the recording made without Plaintiff’s knowledge or
consent by WNEW, Porter knew that Plaintiff objected to these statements at the time the First
and Second CJR articles were written and published.

46. Porter’s reiteration of these false statements was malicious.



47. CJR’s repeated publication of these statements was willful as no fact checker ever
contacted Plaintiff in time to allow for corrections to false statements.

48. Loewenthal’s assistance to Porter in repeating the exploitation of Plaintiff’s personal
story and statements damaging to her character was negligent.

49. These false statements about Plaintiff’s experience and character are libelous on their
face. They clearly expose Plaintiff to hatred, contempt, ridicule and obloquy in her home town
and wherever such statements are made public. This is clearly evidenced by the fact that readers
later sent in monetary donations after reading the original Newsweek Article. Such statements
paint Plaintiff as a person of low character and damage her good reputation.

50. Based on their actions, as set forth in the preceding paragraphs, Defendants are guilty of
libel for the defamation of Plaintiff’s character.

51. As a proximate result of the above-described publication, Plaintiff has suffered loss of her
reputation, shame, mortification, and injury to her feelings, all to her damage in a total amount to
be established by proof at trial.

52. The above-described written publications were not privileged because they were
published by Defendants with full knowledge of their damaging effect on Plaintiff and selfish
reckless disregard of such damage in pursuit of financial gain to Defendants as made clear by the
admission of defendant Porter stating that he had “used her like some disaster mannequin” in the
Newsweek Article and in the First CJR Article, “Oh Marcy, I thought, 1’ve done it to you all
over again!” Because of Defendants’ malice in publishing, Plaintiff seeks punitive damages in a
total amount to be established by proof at trial.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

10



53. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 52 as if
fully set forth herein.

54. The oral statement made by Porter and published in his interview with Dick Gordon that
Plaintiff was on drugs including “stp” is false; Plaintiff has not ever used a drug called “stp” and
has no knowledge of such a drug,

55. The oral statement made by Porter and published in his interview with Dick Gordon that
Plaintiff “lived [with] a heroin pusher named Walrus” is false; Plaintiff never moved in with a
drug dealer she called the Walrus. Plaintiff never had a drug dealer.

56. The oral statement made by Porter and published in his interview with Dick Gordon that
Plaintiff ran away from home is false; Plaintiff left home voluntarily as a legal aged adult but did
not run away as a seventeen year old teenager.

57. The oral statement made by Porter and published in his interview with Dick Gordon that
Plaintiff was seventeen years old at the time of the Newsweek Article is false; Plaintiff was
nineteen years old.

58. Based on his admitted knowledge of the recording made without Plaintiff’s knowledge or
consent by WNEW, Porter knew that Plaintiff objected to these oral statements were made and
published in his interview with Dick Gordon.

59. Plaintiff admitted during the course of that same interview with Dick Gordon that he had
been wrong to break his promise of anonymity and that the story he had written was damaging as
stated in 99 34-36 of this Complaint.

60. Porter’s reiteration of these false statements, and his specific identification of Plaintiff,

was malicious.
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61. Loewenthal’s assistance to Porter in repeating the exploitation of Plaintiff’s personal
story and statements damaging to her character was negligent.

62. These false statements about Plaintiff’s experience and character, are libelous on their
face. They clearly expose Plaintiff to hatred, contempt, ridicule and obloquy in her home town
and wherever such statements are made public. This is clearly evidenced by the fact that readers
later sent in monetary donations after reading the original Newsweek Article. Such statements
paint Plaintiff as a person of low character and damage her good reputation.

63. Based on their actions, as set forth in the preceding paragraphs, Porter and Loewenthal
are guilty of slander for the defamation of Plaintiff’s character.

64. As a proximate result of the above-described publication, Plaintiff has suffered loss of her
reputation, shame, mortification, and injury to her feelings, all to her damage in a total amount to
be established by proof at trial.

65. The above-described oral publications were not privileged because they were published
by Porter with full knowledge of their damaging effect on Plaintiff and selfish reckless disregard
of such damage in pursuit of financial gain to Porter as made clear by the admission by Porter in
the First CJR Article stating that he had “used her like some disaster mannequin” in the
Newsweek Article and, “Oh Marcy, 1 thought, [’ve done it to you all over again!” Because of
Defendants’ malice in publishing, Plaintiff seeks punitive damages in a total amount to be
established by proof at trial.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
66. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 65 as if

fully set forth herein.
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67. The statements made in the First CJR Article written by Porter and published by CJR
identifying Plaintiff’s first and last names were made without Plaintiff’s consent and expressly
against her desire for anonymity.

68. The photograph accompanying the First CJR Article written by Porter and published by
CJR identifying Plaintiff’s street number was shown without Plaintiffs consent and expressly
against her desire for anonymity.,

69. These statements and photograph were used by Porter and CJR for trade for financial and
professional gain to the detriment of Plaintiff and without Plaintiff’s consent.

70. Upon information and belief, Loewenthal’s assistance to Porter in repeating the
exploitation of Plaintiff’s personal story and statements damaging to her character, of tracking
Plaintiff down to her home town and forcing her into the public eye invading her privacy was
malicious.

71. Based on their actions, as set forth in the preceding paragraphs, Defendants are guilty of
invasion of Plaintiff’s privacy under New York Civil Rights Law § 51.

72. Based on the fact that Defendants have knowingly used Plaintiff’s name and picture for
the purposes of trade without first obtaining her written consent, Plaintiff seeks an award of

punitive and exemplary damages.

continued on following page
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendants, and each of them, for:
1. Compensatory damages according to proof;
2. Punitive and exemplary damages;
3. Interest as allowed by law;
4., Costs of suit and attorneys’ fees; and

5. Such other and further relief as this court may deem just and proper.

Dated: New York, New York
October‘g_}_, 2012

EATON & VAN WINKLE LLP

By: L\-——l 19 Hrdf)/-:
MaxinrH. Waldbaum

3 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Tel. No. (212) 779-9910

Attorneys for Plaintiff| _
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF GENESSEE ; *
B b<ios duly swormn, deposes and says:

I am the Plaintff in this action. .1 have read the foregoing Complaint, and know the

contents thereof, I make this verification on personal knowledge and under penelty of pejury

Swom to be}‘ore me the
2 day of Octobers2

ALS
VERNESSA LYHN Ry
Hotary Public - Michigan
Genesees County .-
My Commussion Expitas Jan 25 2‘ :
Acting in the County of b ol
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Bad trip For years, the aothor used his experiences from this 1967 cover story in the
classes he taught ai the Columbia Journallsm School as a cautionary tale for aspiring
journalists who might be tempted to betray a source,

On October 27, 1967, senior editors gathered for the Thursday story conference to ses how
things were shaping up for the coming issue of Neuwsweek. A serim of cigarette smoke
hung over the room. Foreign had the Vietcong ambush that nearly wiped out a US Army
company north of Saigon; Nation, the 100,000 peaceniks noisily besieging the Pentagon.
Back-of-the-book was selling a think piece on how poorly the media had covered the riots
in Detroit and Newark that summer. Eyes glazed over. Ho-hum news fare for the '60s.
That stuff might do for inside, grambled executive editor Osborn Ellictt, in his hanking
Upper East Side accent. “But, e'mon boys, what've we got far the cover?” Unease pervaded
the room.
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That's when Shew Hagerty, noted for his smoldering pipe and sense of irony, spoke up.
You guys obviously aren't into it, he said, but it’s the Summer of Love out there, Kids from
all over have been flocking to Haight-Ashbury and the East Village, erashing in hippie
pads, spacing out on the sidewalks. And things haven't gotie well, especially in the East
Village. Along with tolerating loose living, the place is 1 dangerous slum. There've been
assaults, rapes; emergency rooms are bulging with overdoses. Parents are taping notices
up on light poles, searching for missing children. Thers was that story in the Times last
week about the rich girl, Linda Fizpatrick. from Greenwich, and her boyfriend Groovy
—biudgeoned to death in a tenement basement on East 1oth Streat.

O2's eyes lit up. “That's it,” he exclaimed. “That"s our cover. We'll call it “Trouble in
Hippieland.’* Nothing did batter on the newsstand than scaring tha shit out of mom and
pop out thers in Middle America. But the Times already had Linda Fitzpatrick. Newsueek,
he said, needed a runaway of its awn.

Time was short—deadline loomed late the next day. Hagerty fired off queries to all
domestie bureaus, ordering them to scrape up bummer hippie stories. The magazine's star
writer, Harry Waters, would do the survey piece. Finding our runaway? That job was
handed to me. Ves! Just 28 and freshly bired, salivating for a coup—Columbia

J-Schoal, The Pravidence Journal, Now, Newsteeek. This would be the day 1 arrived.

It seemed late 10 go hunting for the girl myself, much quicker to work through someone
with eontacts. That would of course be Abbie Hoffman, tha countercualture impresario with
the tumbling hair. Sure, Abbie said on the phone, he could get us a runaway; would there
be, ke, some payment? Over an expensive lunch at the Gloucester House,

"4 Nérsireek hiangout on J9th Street off Madison, 113id Gut our requirements: nnd-to-laie
teens, a good talker, should come from somewhere beyond the Hudson River, photogenie,
And, most definitely, she must be baving a bad time with the Flower Child experienca.
This story was an object lesson, not a siren song,

Two hours later, Abbie called baclk with the goods. She'd be waiting at a place called the
Something Coffee Shop on Second Avenue at 1oth Street, Look for blond hair anda
gray-and-green-striped swweater. Her name was Marcy.
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1 found her sitting in a hooth staring glassily out at the sidewalk scene—girls in long
dresses, boys wearing headbands and surplus Army jackets, Jefferson Adrplane was sofly
rocking over a scratchy speaker. Matrcy had straight, streaked hair hanging to her
shoulders. Her face was slightly pudgy but pretty, in a malt-shop way. Abbis had explained
our mission: [ was writing a story about runaways and wanted to interview her. Sure, she
said. Just den't use her name. “Oh, we won't,” [ assured her, clicking my ballpoint into
operation. She was high from a steady intake of speed, stp, acid, codeine—whatever friends
gave her—and her words gushed out in a breathy voice, with no periods or paragraphs.

Marey said she bad run away from Flint, MI, after lengthy warfare with her father. To
punish some transgression, she said, he had kdlled her pet turtle and torn up her vegetable
garden, and was not nica to her boyfriend, a drummer named Twig. That May, before her
17th birthday, Marcy packed her clothes and, with her pet cat, caught a ride to Detroit,
where the fell in with a motorcycle gang called The Outlaws. The cat got sick and died.
Marcy grew frightened of the guys’ carousing, and she moved in with a 28-year-old pusher
she called the Walrus, from her favorite book, Alice in Wonderland. Stoned one day, she
injured her leg jumping out of a moving ecar, and developed an infection after the Walrus
treated her with morphine. She said it turned “beautiful colors, but it hurt.” He gotherto a
hospital in Windsor, Ontario; she spent two weeks recovering, and then hitchhiked to the
Newport Folk Festival. After that,” she told me, “I ended up here.”

Since then, she had lived in two-dozen crash pads, slept on park benches, and was trying
to lose weight by taking speed. Someone beat her up with a milk crate in Tompkins Square
Park, She became pregnant during drug-fogged zex and barrowed 3200 for an abortion,
then illegal, which was performed in an apartment by a woman who was just out of her
teens and made crude jokes during the procedure, Her idea now was to earn money to help
friends buy a bus and go see the Grand Canyon.

1"d become dazed by all her distress, having had little experience with people lost and in
pain. But, never mind, [ knewwhat I'd been sent for, and deadline loomed. | handad her
the few dollars in my pocket, said to wait there for the photographer—don't worry, he'd do
a profile shot, not her full face—and split for the office.
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Writing the piece, 1 wondered what to call her, I'd used “Marcy” in the draft because that
was her name, but told Shew Hagerty I'd promised not to identify her. He said he liked the
sound of “Marcy;* solet'skeep-it-There are hundred sof Marcys running around; he
reasoned, and besides, we're not using her last name. “Fine with me,” [ said. Headlined
“Gentle Marcy: A Shattering Tale,” the story blew everyone away. It earmed me a write-up
in the front of the magazine, I got a seribbled “Hear, hear!” from Oz on his special
notepaper—he wasn't too free with those. It also created 2 sensation among readers.
Hundreds ofletters poured in, many of them with checks for Marcy. Onelittle girl from
San Francisco sent a quarter and a dime. "I have enclosed my week’s allowance,” she
wrote. “Please give it to Gentla Marcy.” To top it off, Reader's Digest said it would pay
81,500 to reprint the story, a giant fee back then.

After a few days, the glory faded. Then a researcher at the magazine told me she'd just
heard a radio interview with Jlarcy on the New York rock station WNEW. 1 got the tape.
The intarview was conducted by a newsman named Stave Young, who opened with some
commentary trashing the hippie movement, how unwashed they were, and deluded. A case
in point was this girl Marcy, whom he claimed to have found at. the Diggers Free Store—no
mention of the Newasweek piece, He'd persuaded ber to talk by letting her and some
friends sleep on tha flaor of his apartment.

He tided his bit “Marcy, a Child Again " When she came on the air, you could tell from her
speedo speech she was flying high. Much to my dismay, she led off by saying how
devastated she'd been by the Newsuweek article, This reporter had paid her for the
interview, sha said, and premised not to use ber name, only he did. I'd also mentioned
Flint, so her parents could easily identify her, something I hadn't bothered to consider.
Her mother would be crushed; she'd thought Marcy was working at Macy's.

Young then cut in, his voice lowered to a whisper, like some guy in an alley selling a hot
watch. “Would you lika to call your parents?” he asked. “Oh, wow, you don't mean it'” she
said. “It’s early in the morning, but I'd fove to talk o my mather® He slid the phone to her,
and you could hear her dialing. Het mother answered, but you could catch only Marcy’s
end of the conversation.

“Momma, this is Marey,” she said in a rush. “Momma, you know Newsweek, you haven't
seen; it, have you? Don't let Daddy read it.” She then broke into sobs and had difficulty
getting words out. “Please, Momma, please still love me when you read it. Oh, Momma, 1
really love you. I thought you wouldn't love me anymore. [ told them Ilaved you but they
didn’t print that. 3t wasn't like they said, Oh, Momma, don’t ery. Don't ery.”

The conversation went on for five minutes, and I was feeling lower and lower, Young
ended the program by saying that the next morning he drove Marey and her friends over
the George Washington Bridge and got them maps of the United States, *I last saw Marcy
on the ramp of the New Jersey Turnpike,” he said. “Those maps don’t show where Marcy
(big pause for dramatic effect] can be a child again.”

What a creep! 1 thought. But then, how did his interview differ from what I'd done, using
her like same disaster mannequin? I'd given no thanght tnshat it really must have hean
like jurnping out of that car, venturing alone into an apartment for a botched abortion. I
felt deeply erammy for caving to Hagerty, using ber name, and her city, He'd said tha story
would have lost credibility without thaosa details, but I should have argued, “So what?*

The years rolled by. Ileft Newsweek, became a magazine writer, and taught journalism.
Now and then I'd think of the Marcy story, and the tape: “Please, Momma, please still love
mie when you read it.” Sometimes I'd play it for my class, as an ethics exercise, alvays
hoping students would find some saving grace in what their professor had done. I mean,
parents had to hear this stuff, dido't they? [ got few takers,

Then, & couple of years ago, after retiring as a professor at Columbia Journalism School, 1
ran into the documentary filmmaker Dan Loewenthal ata party in New York. I forget why,
but Ttold him about Marcy, that T couldn’t get her out of my mind. “Well, why den't you go
out and find her?” he said. “And apologize.” He'd help me. And he’d make a film about our
search,
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Other than her first name, all we knew was that she had a brother, Arthur, and a sister
named Jeanie. And there was that telephone call over the old rotary phone. We thought if
we slowed down the tape and counted the clicks, we could come up with her nurnber,
Then, we'd look that up in a reverse phone directory from 1967, find the family’s name and
address. They'd belong gone, of course, but we could nose around the neighborhood,
locate somecne who knew them, and maybe learn what had happened to Matcy. Piece of
cake.

Not actually. Thers are no audible clicks. Rathet, it's a time-lapse thing—the number of
milliseconds that elapse between dialing a nine, say, and when the rotary winds back to
zerc. The nine and zero are easy to distinguish, but not the nine from an eight, or a five
from a four. Computer experts we found oa Craigs-list translated the sound impulses to
digital images, but none was confident he had the golden nurnber,

There were ather avenues, one of which was her high-school yearbook. A Flint librarian
told us that back then she would have attended one of thrae high schools, and been listed
as Marcy somebody-or-other in the freshman class entering the fall of 1954, when she was
14. That intrigued us enough that in January 2013, we flew to Detroit, rented a car, and
drove the 50 miles up to Flint. It was cold, with about a foot of snaw on the ground. Before
leaving, we'd called the Flint Journal and convinced them to do a story about our search,
hoping to reach someone who had known Marcy. Wa got to Flint on a Friday, and the story
was scheduled to run that Sunday.

One of Flint’s misfortunes wwas ta have been the birthplace of Michae] Moore, whose
decumentaries regularly paint it as the unhappiest place to live in America. Beyond a
couple of ritzy neighborhoods filled with Tudor mansions, it's dominated by one-story
frame bungalows that house the former work force from the abandoned Chevrolet and
Buick plants. Aside from unemployment numbers, bad news in Flint comes in the form of
arson and viclent erime. The city averages 300 to 4oo fires a year. And as Dan and I drove
around, we saw plyweod signs nailed up on trees saying things like, “No Hoes Allowed.
Children At Play.




At the Flint Central Library, the yearbock gambit also proved a dead end. No Marcys in the
1954 books, or the elasses an either side. “Marey,” we figured, could well be a nickname for
Marsha, Martha, Marjorie, Margaret, or Mary. It seemed hopeless. We also tried checking
the “Marcy” birth announcements that the Flint Journal used to run in the '40s and '5os.
No luck.

We ended Friday in low spirits.

Saturday momning, we were back at the kbrary. I was up in the microfilm room, and Dan
was downstairs at a table poring over more yearbooks, when a presence loomed in his
peripheral vision. He looked up to see this aging biker duda with a gray ponytail, his wallet
secured to his blue jeans by a chain. “You the guys looking for Marcy?* he asked in a
challenging voice. He'd seen the story in the Sunday issue of the Journal, which had
appeared online that day. ahead of schedule. I knew her backin the '60s. Her real name is
Margaret, The last name is Bachman,®

“Whoa, whoa. wait a minute,” Dan sputtered. “Wait, wait.” He said he needed to get his
camera operational, go find Bruce. No, the biker said he wasn't going to wait.

“Well, what’s your name?” Dan asked.

“Call me 'Moon,” " he said.

“Is that your name?”

“Tvo, but you can call me Moon.” Moon then spun on his heel and walked out of the library.

From then forward, our search unfolded in a rush. Through the cobit registry at

the Jorrral, we found Marcy’s father and mother, Reinhold and Edith Bachman, who had
died in the 'gos. The old man had run a hobby shop in downtown Flint, The Hobby House.
The family had lived in the west end of town. We also learned that Marcy now resided in
Hawaii, of all places, married to a man named Thomas Won, and that she had four
childran. Via Google satellite, we zerced in on their house, a big-looking spread outside
Waikild. Could Marcy be a well -off matron? Was a trip to Hawaii in the offing? Pifla
coladas in a Tiki but, watching the curlers roll in? We felt like dancing a jig,




There was still daylight left to Saturday, so we drove out 1o Marcy’s old house to film the
street for background, and talk to whoever was now Iiving there. It was a white bungalow,
surrounded by a chainlink fence, looking forlorn in the dirty snow.

I went up and Imoclued on tha storm door wln']e Dan shot me from the s:dewalk.

woman appaared shouung at the dogs to stay back She h:d g]mes and a head of curly
brown hair, and was smiling inquisitively. I told her we were looking for someone named
Bachman who had lived at this address along time ago.

DAMEL LOEWENTHAL
Flashback The author with Marcy in Flint. After making, and losing, a tot of money In real
estate in Hawall, she says, she bought the house she grew up in and lives guletly on her
Social security check, tending her organic garden,




“Well, I'ma Bachman,” shs said,

“You're a Bachman,” I said, uncomprehending.
“Yes, I'm a Bachman. I'm Margarel Bachman.”
“Margaret Bachman? ¥ou mean. .. you're Marecy?1*
“Yes, I'm Marcy."

Speechless for a second, I quickly recovered and told ker I was the guy who'd written

the Newsweek story so many years ago, about her running away to New York, did she
remember? Did she remember! She immediately lit into me as if she'd been waiting afl
these years for that guy to show up at her door. That was an awful, awful thing [ did to her,
taking advantage of a young girl, how painful it was, how hortible it made her feel, and
how it had so upset her family, how embarrassing with friends and neighbors reading it.
And she was 19, not 17 like I'd written, and she didn’t even know what STP was, although
she did admit to a liking for LSD,

After agreeing that ['d done a terrible thing and apologizing a dozen times, 1 told her this
man with the camera who was coming up the walk right now was my associate, Dan
Loewenthal, and that we were here to do a film about the consequences of such careless
and thoughtless journalism, hoping 1o make amends and be forgiven. And on and on.

Eventually she relaxed, and invited us into her living room, now a little erowded, what
with us and her large rescus dogs, including a boisterous Rottweiler she'd acquired to
sears away crirninals, Speaking in a voice you could probably hear several houses away,
she ran briefly theough her life after being dropped off that day at the Jersey Turnpike. She
and her friends hitched to Haight-Ashbury, she worked as a waitress, attended and then
dropped out of college, knaw Country Joe and the Fish and Timathy Leary, was present at
Altamont. She then moved to Hawaii, where she got married and had three boys and a girl,
made and lost a lot of money in real estate and the restaurant business, and, after getting
divorced, moved back to Flint in the late 'gos. She bought out her sister’s share of her
parents’ house, and was now settled into a quist retirement, living on her Social Security
check and tending her organie garden,

As it grew dark, we said we had to go, but made a date for lunch the next day. It wasn’t
until we reached our motel that [ realized I'd forgotten to tell her about the story that was
running temorrow on the front page of tha Sunday Journal. Thanks to the digital age, it
would include not only the reporter’s interview with Dan and me, but also the

original Newstreek story, as well as the radio interview on WNEW. All of Flint would pow
listen in as Steve Young slid that old phone over to the clueless flower child and asked in
his unctueus fashion: “Would you like to call your parents?”

It was as if I'd never learned a thing. Oh, Marcy, I thought, T've done it to you all over
again!
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