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CITY OF NEW YORK
Tm-: Special COMMISSIONER OF INVESTIGATION
For THE NEW York CITy ScHool DisTrRICT

80 MAIDEN LANE, 20TH PLOOR
NEW YORK, NEW YORK (00328

RIGHARD . CONDION R CER ‘ . L. TELEFHONE! (212 #0400
BRECIA CRMMIBBIONER : FAX! (BIR) Bip-1Dac
: WWW,NYSEE,ORG

May 17, 2012

Hon. Dennis M, Walcott e .
Chancelloz - - o ' N L
New York City Pubhc Schools - g
Department of Education - ' :

52 Chambers Street, Room 314

New York, NY 10007

~ Re:  Felicia Barshona |
- SCICase#2012-1122

Dear Chéncellor Welcott:

An investigation conducted by this office has substantiated that 32-yeax~old
Felicia Barahona, a teacher assignéd 1o DeWitt Clinton ng;h Schoo! in the Bronx,

engaged in a sexual relationship with a.x:c’yaa:-old male student (“Smden’c A™) which
resulted in Barahona becoming pregnant.

- This investigation began on February 28,2012, whend '
mon’cacted the office of the Special Commissioner of Investig;
ped & camplmnt against Barahona, Student A had reported to%§

e that he was mvolved in a sexual relationship with B

 SClinvestigators spoke withiiRN ‘ g o said that, on

February 28, 2012, Student A informed her thath had not been able to eat of sleep
erly for ‘two weeks because something kad been disturbing him. Student A told:
that e had fallen in love with and had 2 boyfriend/ girlfriend relationship with
2. lcarned from Student A that he first had sex with Barahona on

at Barahona’s residence and Barahona was pregnant with- Student A’s

SCI investigators met with Student A who said that he was in the G Grade and
had known Barshona since the fall of 204 when she was hls%teachcr About 10

! Barahona was reassigned as a result of this investigation.
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days before Halloween ip 2011, Barahona and Student A became “friends” onFacebook,
, , Siudent A added that his Facebook conversations with Barahona continued for the mext
VLT 10.days and they agived tomeet on Halloween in the vicinity of.Columbus Cirdlein . . o

Maphattan, Aceording to Stident A, he and Bardhona, who was accommpanied by her M
v cax-old daughier, went to eat at a MeDonald’s, and then visited the Disney store in
" Times Square. '

Student A said that, thereafter, they dropped off Barahona’s danghter at her
mother’s house and headed to the subway, Barahona told Student A that she had wanted -
10 kiss him, but had resfrained herself because her daughter had been present. According ‘
C—- - to Student A, he and Barahona did not kiss that day.

Barshona and.§tudent A continued to communicate on Facebook; she invited him '

to har home.on his JiPbirthday, and he accepted. During the visit, Barahona and

Stndent A had sexual intercourse and oral sex. Student A did not use a condom.

Berahona and Student A next had sex about a week later and, again, it took place at her

residence, According to Student A, he and Barahona continued to have sexugl

encounters — about five times a week, on weekdays and on weekends — and when he tried
1o use & condorn, Barehona told him that she did not like condoms and not fo WOrTY.

Student A said that Barghona always performed oral.sex on him whenever they had

imtercourse and he occasionally performed oral sex on Barahona, bt he added: “That's
" not my thing.” . . : .

Barahona thought that she was pregnant and, if ‘she was, then Student A wasthe -
father, At Barahona’s request, Student A accompanied her to & ’ intment for
test. Student A said that the test came back positi ST

8r
A

15,2012,

Student A traveled to SSENSNROINNN, ©0: Christmas; after returning to
New York, on December 27, 2011, neé accompatiicd Barahona to another doctor’s’
appointment, during which she had a sonogram. Student A gave investigators a copy of
the sonogram. On January 2, 2012, Student A moved in with Barahona; he was having
problems withil i =nd Barahona agreed to take him in. According to
ahona for about three weeks, then their relationship so ed

Student A, he v Bat

because Student A told Barzhona that he wanted to take the baby to4 .
" % visit his family members. Barahona responded that Student A was not going
to take the baby anywhere and they argued. '

Student A asserted that his last sexual encounter with Barahona was on January
22,2012, Student A explained that, on Jatmary 26, 2012, he and Barahona had an
argument and she asked him to leave; he recalled their last sexual act was a few days
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carlier. Student A said that Barahona’s mother observed him drinldng gome rurn and
begen to argue withhim., ‘When Rarghons came home, she sided with her mother, and
. " agked Stijdent A to move out, Barahona suhsequently blocked Stdent A from her:z,. -
" Pacebook page, ' - SR

In an imterview with investigators from this office, Felicia Barahona.admitted that
she was imvolved in b sexual relationship with Student A and that they lived together
during Janvary 2012, Barahona saidthat she was in love with Student A, whom she
acknowledged was still a student at DeWitt Clinton High School, and that they had

. planned to mearry. Barahona added that she had purchased wedding rings, but they had
sinoe braken up. T . . .

Barshong explained that, in the fall of 2011, Halloween approached, they
agreed that Student A would join Barahona andh&;ﬁyeax-old dawghter for trick or
treat and, on October 31, 2011, they met at Columbus Circle in Manhatian, According to
Barahona, when they finished trick or treating, she and Student A took her daughter to
her mother’s apartment and then they went to a McDonald’s located in the area.

Barehonz acknowledged that she and Student A began commmumnicating on
Facebook where she learned his date of birth.? Barahona admitted that she invited
Student A to her homs to celebrate his birthday; during his visit, they had sex for the first
vime. Barahons sxid that she was very conscious of Student A’s age when she had sex
with him. : ' : :

Barahona added thet she again had sex with Student A on November 22, 2011, the
ghe believes she became pregnant, Barahona acknowledged that Student A
> : : nd that she gave

at she

T e sex. inito Dacember 2011, before Student A traveled

According to Barahona, in January 2012, Student A moved in with her for about

. four or five days. Barahona asserted that Student A did not pet along with he year-
old daughter.and he made an inappropriate comment about her danghter which friade
Barghona uncomfortable, Barahona confirmed that she arrived home 1o find Student A
arguing with her mother because he had been drinking alcohol and was under age. Asa
result, Barzhona asked Student A, to move out of her apartment. '

2 5] obtained Facebook exchanges between Barahona and Student A the conversations were in Spanish,
" An SCI investigator transiated the communications. Rarahona reviewed the translated information and
acknow)edged that it accurately depicted her conversations with Student A,
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Aceording to Barahona, in total, she had sexual intercourse with Student A about
12 times, For investigators, Barahona wrote 8 tWo-page statement -describing her

PR
T

1t 4 the recommendation of this office thet Felicia Barahona's employment be
termingigd, that she be made ineligible for work with the Department of Education, and
that this matter be considered shonld she apply for e positien in the New York City '
schoal system, with one of its vendors, or in one of its facilities, ins the frture.

We are forwarding a copy of this letter and of our report conceming this
investigation to the Office of Legal Services. We alsg are sending our findings to the .
New Yark State Bducation Departrsent for whatever action it deems appropriate, Should . .
you have any inquiries regarding the sbove, please contact First Deputy Commissioner
Regina Loughsan, the attorney assigned to the case, She can be reached at (212) 510-
1426, Please notify First Deputy Commissioner Loughran within 30 days of receipt of

‘s letter of what, if any, action has been taken or {5 contemplated regarding Felicia
Barghona. Thank you for your attention to this maffer. ' ' '

. _Sincerﬂy, ' .
 RICHARD J..CONDON_
Special Commissiones -

of Investigation for the -
~ “New York City School District

Bﬁr: /Q/m,jﬁng& i

%gim A, Loug

First Deputy Comumissioner

RIC:RALss - -

c: Courtenaye Jackson-Chase, Esq.

Theresa Burope, Esq.



